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Abanics Said to Have

Bzen Spies in Balkans

By RALPH BLUMSNTHAL
Alhanizn é‘T‘ aré)aadirs who collabe- .
raied with Axis forces in Werld War 111
were helped i to the United States in-
the caily post

rist Governimy it of Albania, according
to State Departmient documents lcmg
ciass, liedas serret.

ar years in connection |
with efiorts to undermive the Cormmu- .

The decumaerns have since been de-.

classified and 5
‘ernment archives by Marce Truitt, a
Stcmfard doctoral cundidats wer
a dissertation on political mobilization
of A'b.umu exiles in the cold war. The
papers prompied a reopened investiga-
tior by Congress into a possible cover- -

vere obtained from Gov- |

up n‘vo]nnv suspected Nazi war crimi-.
rals and collaborators given refuge in @

the United States. -

The docurneats are said to show that 1

although the Siate Department initially
objected tu the admitting some of the
Almman finigré leaders bacause of
theic “somewhat checkercd” back-
grounds, intelligence considerations
later brou"”x' a reversal. Some of the
exiles then came to the United States
and some played a role in American
]'()StW”I‘ campaigns against the pro-
Sovict Governmerit of Eny 1 Hoxha, the
Albaninn Communist Party leador, The
efforis, which included dropping sgents
into the Balkans by parachute in the
carly 1850's to foment revolts, failed -
a'm eraceaated Albanian hostihty {o-
‘ard the United States.

Cover-Up Is Denied

A State Departraent official, Ron Nei-
teke, s2it b2 hed not seen the dozu.
rents and could offer no comruent.
Eariier a Siate Departisent spokes-
man, Alan D. Romberg, denied that-
there had been any effort ot a cover-vp
in ‘'war crimes cases. Thousands of
other Albanian vur refugers came here
in the ~ume periodd as proper immi-
grants, . R

Albania, on the Adriatic between
Yugoslavia and Greece, was occupicd
by the Italiun and Nazi arries from

i

i

1943 to 1944, when it was liberated by =
Cominunist-led partisans. It is among !
the mast politically isolated nations; it «
has brokea bitterly with its former .

allies, the Soviet Union and China, and
only rcc.frntly signaled an iulcrost in .
closer relations with Western Zurens.
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On Dec. 18 the Albanian Prime Minis. ©
ter, Mehmet Sheh, was shot to death or |
killed hims2!f in Txrana his capital.

John Loftus, a former war crimes in-
- vestigator for the Justice Department’s
Office of Special
charged last month on the CBS News

intelligence agencies had smuggled |

this country for agitation against the
Soviet Union and for ¢spionage in East-
ern Europe. Mr. Truitt then made soma
of his Albanian documentution avail-
able to Mr. Loftus and Mr. Loftus
passed it on to the General Acccunfmg
| Office, an juvestigative arm of Con- .
gress. Mr. Lodtus said Azis collabora- -
tor> could not legally enter the Umted
‘Smtm

Hiding Files ;.\m.us New I vjuiry _
The G.A.O. said in 1978 that it had
found no evidence of any “widespread
conspiracy” to obstruct investigations

| United Ste

Investigations, |_

A - Xhafer Dt
- pregram ‘““60 Minutes” that American |;

L memoramn

of suspacied v v criminals here, Thzn
disclosures tht some files had been
hidden *frosi G.A.O  investigators
promp'cd the House Judiciary Cominit. )
tee to ask its agency last month to r@-
open its fnquiry. i
Mr. Tiuitt cbtained an account of a
visit by Midhut Frasheri, leader of the
Albaniz : wwartime group Balli Kombe-
tar, or National Front, to the Ameoerican
Ambass:dor in Rome in Nove '
1 847. Mr. Frasheri wanted 50 follc
dmitted to this country to counter
Cnmmun"‘" “intriguss” amon. A
nians. First on t!n.l ist was Hasa.
Albazin’s }Minister of Justicein t:: \Itals
ianoccopsiion,

Iu(mtna izter, after checking secret
biographical files on Mr. Frasheri and
his fc]lowera, the State Department re-
plied that it “de~s not believe it would
be apprepriate’ to facilitate the entry
of t}‘" & ~dding: “It is apparcat that

;uhw B! bac"r rounds of rany of
tm Albavian exiles in Italy &0 o seme-
\”.?t chechered and that the presence
of these persons in the United States in
the -circunstances envisicned might
swner or later occasion embarrass.

ent to this Govermnment.”

Yet by April 1949 Mr. Dosti was in
Washinzton urging officiuls to m pport
an Albanjsn Na il Comraitter in
Exile. He lnter beciine the “l'...,!d.,nl of
ihie Unitad States- v'w*'-orcd National
Comamitice for a Free Albania. He is
now 8§7 years old and lives in ch Au- -

c“".mu
In a telephone inteiview, Mr, TVont
disraicand as Comrnviist pmpfm ua
assertions that Albaniz war criminals
had com? 1o the Unit:d States, adding |
that he 7 nght the Germans and the i
Germans ! iled raerb: 2rs of his tanily.
Mr. Frasheri got into the United States
“in 1840 with the help of Robert Joyes, a
mnember of the State Departiment’s

Pl
i

e

' Policy Dlonning Stafi.
‘Inthe Natiooo! Inte

In a State Departmient memorandw; n
thqt e‘ludcd to his intellizence cennes

s
- . 1

v sis’

‘sible in peacetirr

tiona! sec
eri’s cose
to the effe

in the nati
reaching?
Ancther

States. Ir

‘Minister of the TTETTOT UTTHE NaZl 0561
“pation “who is held responsible by larpe
numbers of Albanians for the Tirana
.massacres of Feb. 4, 1944, and other ¢
cesses committed by the Cf* :
laboration with the Albanis L
marie.” He die1 in Palo Atto, Calu
1978, A vrartime leader, Abngs h\'

»r)
wanted the ousted King Zoy reswwd to
the Albanian throne, died in Fmeport

L.l ,in 1876,

The Free Albania comrmittes veas
given a voice m American polizy,
.cording to a 1943 account of a meeting
between Se‘cwh ry of State Deon Ache
son and Eruest Bevin, the wah I or-
eipn Sec retar

”Bcv'q

o0

J

kJ

ir. Acheson is quoted zs
q

' saying, “as};.':ef: whether we viould basi- |

cally azrez thui vee try 1o bring ¢
the Hoxha Government whea the o occa-
sion arises? I said yes, but if this were

precipitated now the Greeks and Yugo-

slavs raight touch off seriovs troubie,
Devinagreed thut we havetoba e« -ful
orRuwuwnl Interve.e. = aske” iat
govemment would replace Eoxd. ha

is throwyn out? Are there any Jass
around that could be v, natin?”

Operations by thz parachuted
in Albania and Sovict bloc naticr; ;o=
American and Dritish intelligence were
compromised by the British-Soviet dou-
ble agent Kim Philby. Agents who weie

aughtwere shot.

One American i telligence  ag
planning such cfforts - was r.lcm
Burks, later president of tha Jiow Yoik
laJLsc% and a CRS corporate execu- -
tive. In an interview in March i A
grim, Ircland, whare he is vorl ingy on
his autobiozraphy, Lir. Burke « \ml T it
in the late 1940°s “I was asked by tie
CC.LAIf T wonld try 1o create a rove o
tionin Albznia.”

“Actually,” he said, “it was to t:«e. a
clinical cuse fur the U*m States Gov-
erntaent and the question was: Js it F‘ e
e to bring down o Cone

munist Government w m," utevert in
tary inmtervedon? It we woa trinl cass
and I vorked at it elot oovesy ond a
half & % concluded ju the o3 it was ot

azonts

ent

possidie to o without (- »1{ air ‘M-x{l ,
military support frowm I “‘ andd the
Unitvd States, or som: »Hu . You !

couidn't o it with just Iocal:

Mr. Truitt said he v was seokd e
docunionts, particuladly a 1949 Stata
- Departinent booklet oo identities ond |
_ backrrounds of the Albanian exilaz, Fo :
said be asked the C.IA. W0 yoars aro
for every retrievohle docvrment on Al i
© bania betveeon 1044 201 1033, 10 be told
th“rc were only ﬂ.. :done reranind
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